Birth   Of  Gandhi
1869
Two great architects of a new era, who have not only moulded the
destinies of their nations but have given a new turn to human history
itself, were born about the same time—Gandhi and Lenin.
Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi was born on October 2, 1869 in
the city of Porbandar in Kathiawad, otherwise known as Sudamapuri.
Porbandar was surrounded by solid high walls against which the Sea
of Oman splashed. The houses were built chiefly of white and soft
stone quarried in the neighbourhood. In time, these soft stone build-
ings hardening under exposure, became like solid blocks of marble
fitted to endure for ages. The distant Barda Hills kept guard over the
"White City99.
The chief occupation of the people of Porbandar, the capital of the
principality of Porbandar, has been business. An enterprising and
sturdy people, at home on the sea, they have traded from early times
with the coast towns of Arabia and Africa. The town was the ances-
tral home of the Gandhis and they were originally grocers. But grand-
father and father of Mohandas had been prime ministers in several
Kathiawad states. In this service they had acquired a reputation for
loyalty, ability and character, rare qualities in state officials.
Uttamchand Gandhi, the grandfather of Mohandas, rose from the
lowest rung of the ladder to be Dewan of Porbandar. Once Uttam-
chand concealed a poor grocer who had incurred the displeasure of
the maharani-regent. He would not surrender the poor victim and,
therefore, the state soldiers shelled his house. The marks of the can-
non balls were visible for years. Uttamchand crossed the Barda Hills
to seek refuge in Junagadh. There he saluted the nawab with
his left hand. Asked for an explanation, he said: "The right hand is
already pledged to Porbandar.'*
Karamchand alias Kaba Gandhi succeeded his father, Uttam-
chand, as the Dewan of Porbandar at the age of twenty-five. Once

